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11/15/23 * BIG PHARMA > NEWS 


HPV Vaccine May Cause Increase in 
Cancer-Causing Strains, Study Shows — 
But Media Puts Misleading Spin on Study’s 
Findings 


The human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine may increase the prevalence and distribution of some 
HPV virus strains not targeted by the vaccine — including some strains that are linked to cancer, 
according to a study published last week in Cell Host & Microbe. But STATNews misleadingly, 

according to experts, concluded the study showed the vaccine was effective at preventing cancer. 


By Brenda Baletti, Ph.D. 
Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. 


The human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine may increase the prevalence and distribution of some 
HPV virus strains not targeted by the vaccine — including some strains that are linked to cancer 
— resulting in unknown and potentially concerning consequences, according to a study 
published last week in Cell Host & Microbe. 


The study was not designed to show that the HPV vaccine prevents cancer or that HPV or 
cervical cancer screenings need to change, though the authors did include a brief, speculative 
mention of the potential implications of their findings for future screening. 


Yet STATNews, reporting on the study, said the findings showed that the HPV vaccine is so 
effective at preventing cancers — particularly when both boys and girls are vaccinated — that 
cancer-screening protocols may need to change. 


Kim Mack Rosenberg, Children’s Health Defense (CHD) acting general counsel and co-author of 
“The HPV Vaccine On Trial: Seeking Justice For A Generation,” told The Defender the STATNews 
story was misleading: 


“The STATNews headline — misguidedly suggesting even less frequent screening — is 
deeply troubling. Statistics in the U.S. and elsewhere suggest that cervical cancer is on the 
rise in younger age cohorts where we least expect to see cervical cancer, while continuing 
to decline in the older populations where cervical cancer historically is diagnosed. 


“We know from prior studies that the HPV vaccines already have led to decreased cervical 
intraepithelial neoplasia/cervical cancer screening at appropriate intervals for young 
women around the world. 
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“We have also seen a number of cases in the vaccine injury compensation program in the 
U.S. (and the multidistrict litigation in federal court) alleging cervical cancer associated with 
HPV vaccination.” 


RFK Jr. and Brian Hooker’s 
New Book: “Vax-Unvax” 


‘Imminent risk of viral evolutionary responses’ may ‘introduce problems’ 


The study included approximately 11,000 — not 60,000 as STAT reported — young women born 
in 1992, 1993 and 1994 from 33 Finnish communities. The researchers divided them into three 
groups based on their community's vaccination strategy: gender-neutral HPV vaccination, girls- 
only vaccination and no vaccination. 


Four years after the groups were first offered vaccination (and eight years after for a smaller 
subset of around 3,600 subjects), the researchers tested for 16 types of genital HPV viruses 
considered oncogenic (linked to tumor formation) because they are associated with cervical or 
other cancers. The presence of oncogenic HPV is not the only risk factor for cervical cancer. 


There are over 200 strains of the HPV virus, a subset of which are deemed high-risk. Depending 
on the vaccine, HPV vaccines target only two (Cervavix targets strains 16 and 18), four (Gardasil 
4 targets strains 6, 11, 16 and 18) or nine (Gardasil 9, which adds strains 31, 33, 45, 52, 58) of 
those high-risk strains. 


The researchers investigated how different community-level HPV vaccination strategies might 
change the prevalence of different HPV strains. 


They found that in both vaccination groups, four and eight years following vaccination, there was 
a significant depletion of the high-risk HPV types targeted by the vaccine relative to the non- 
vaccinated group. The depletion was stronger in the gender-neutral group — when boys had 
also been vaccinated. 


But they also found a higher prevalence of other, lower-risk oncogenic HPV strains than 
previously existed, particularly in the gender-neutral group. As the vaccine suppressed the 
targeted strains, the authors explained, other strains moved into the “niche” they formerly 
occupied. 
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That means that rather than reducing the incidence of the HPV virus altogether, vaccination 
changed the distribution of HPV strains, they wrote. Those oncogenic strains not targeted by the 
vaccine that grew in prevalence are also linked to cancer but at lower rates. 


Other studies also have shown that HPV vaccination programs have caused the replacement of 
the previously most common types of HPVs with rarer types of HPV that also cause cancer. 


The authors noted that “the imminent risk of viral evolutionary responses” would diminish the 
impact of HPV vaccination. 


“It is tempting to suggest that an increase of [other oncogenic strains] or the like with increased 
virulence might cause a risk of HPV-related cancers in the future,” they said. 


In other words, new strains that occupy the niche vacated by the vaccine-targeted strains could 
become more virulent and potentially cancer-causing. 


The authors concluded that to control oncogenic HPVs and related cancers, more research on 
how long-term vaccine use could change the disease evolution is imperative. They said this may 
have implications for future screening protocols, but did not elaborate. 


Rosenberg said the implications are that more rigorous screening protocols may be necessary. 
She said: 


“In ‘HPV Vaccine on Trial,’ my co-authors and | discussed type replacement, a phenomenon 
found with HPV vaccines and other vaccines. 


“The study discussed in the STATNews article actually raises again the specter of type 
replacement — which should support more rigorous screening protocols, not a 
lackadaisical, unsupported reduction in screening placing the health of untold numbers of 
young women at risk.” 


Why would ‘type replacement’ matter? 


The study authors hypothesized that this strain-type replacement occurs because vaccine- 
induced immunity reduces the number of people susceptible to the targeted strains and leads to 
a biased immune response favoring infection by other strains. 


Type replacement could also lead to the selection for immune escape variants — new variants 
that result from the selective pressure on the virus from imperfect vaccination. 


Vaccine-favored variants have developed after vaccination for a number of diseases, including 
hepatitis B, pertussis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Marek's disease, malaria and diphtheria. 


In some cases, like Marek's disease and malaria, research shows vaccination led to an increased 


prevalence of variants with increased virulence. In others, like pertussis, this evolution was 
linked to the paradoxical reemergence of the disease in highly vaccinated populations. 
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In other cases, such as Haemophilus influenzae type b, evidence suggested that vaccination 
caused a milder strain to become more virulent. 


One possible biological explanation in these cases could be original antigenic sin, a phenomenon 
wherein the molecular immune memory to a previous antigen hampers the ability of the 
immune system to properly recognize a structurally similar target, J. Jay Couey, CHD staff 
scientist, told The Defender. 


“The Wuhan Cover-Up” 
by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 


ORDER NOW 


Another related but separate mechanism — antibody-dependent enhancement — occurs when 
antibodies aimed at previous antigens (from infection or vaccination) have the paradoxical effect 
of increasing the severity of disease in subsequent infections, Couey said. 


“Neither of these biological possibilities are discussed in either the STAT or Cell Microbe articles 
in general or in relation to the questions regarding the ‘ecology’ of HPV,” Couey added. 


In the study, the authors emphasized that particularly among the gender-neutral vaccine groups, 
the targeted strains were suppressed. However, between four and eight years post-vaccination, 
the levels of HPV diversity were similar to those of the non-vaccinated control group. 


The researchers found that after vaccination, non-targeted cancer-linked HPV types increased in 
prevalence and diversity. This suggests that even with vaccination, different cancer-linked HPV 
types are still evolving in complex ways. 


This raises questions about the long-term effects of the HPV vaccination on the antigenic 
variation and possible virulence shifts of the remaining oncogenic HPVs, the authors noted. 


Cervical cancer ‘eradication’ by vaccinating boys? 


In the authors’ press release on the study — also reported in Medical Xpress — they claimed 
definitively, “The most effective way to prevent cervical cancer is to give HPV vaccines to both 
boys and girls.” 


This claim was based on their finding that in the communities where boys and girls were 
vaccinated, they saw a decline in four types of oncogenic HPV (16, 18, 31 and 45) and in the 
communities where only girls were vaccinated, they saw a decline in only three types of 
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oncogenic HPV (16, 18 and 31). 


“This shows that you get stronger herd immunity if you vaccinate both boys and girls,” said lead 
author Ville N. Pimenoff, Ph.D. “According to our calculations, it would take 20 years of 
vaccinating girls to achieve the same effect that can be achieved in eight years with a relatively 
moderate vaccination coverage rate of gender-neutral vaccination.” 


However, they concede this herd immunity would not eliminate the risk of HPV-linked cancer, 
given the type replacement they identified. 


Couey said these claims about the efficacy of gender-neutral vaccination are based on a 
questionable methodology, using a “dubiously blurred” combination of data sets. 


Couey told The Defender: 


“Their ‘observations’ are made without any data from HPV prevalence in these populations 
before vaccination and using a general linear model, or GLM, to interpret their data set. 
There are no quantitative differences for the authors to draw from in their data without 
mathematically extending it to a synthetically generated data set using a mathematical 
fitting technique the authors termed a graphical independence network, or GIN, model. 


“The distinction between conclusions drawn from real-world observations in experiments 
versus conclusions drawn from mathematical modeling inference is dubiously blurred in 
this article and the follow-up coverage of it. 


“Their conclusions are not based on disproving a null hypothesis using an experiment. 
Their conclusions are at best inferences drawn from the interpretation of mathematical 
models applied to limited real-world data.” 


Your support helps fund 
this work, and CHD’s 
related advocacy, 
education and scientific 
research. 


A 
| 

| DONATE NOW 
"a 


This analysis builds on previous analyses of these same cohorts the authors did with colleagues 
from Merck, GSK and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 


That research also claimed that HPV vaccination with moderate coverage “eradicates” oncogenic 
HPV if a gender-neutral strategy is used. It also asserted in 2018 that there was no evidence of 
type replacement — findings this current study upends. 
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Those Big Pharma corporations have been dedicated over the last several years to expanding 
HPV vaccination throughout the world to girls, but also more recently to boys and to young and 
middle-aged adults. 


In 2020, the WHO's World Health Assembly ratified a plan to eradicate cervical cancer as a public 
health problem worldwide, largely by expanding global HPV vaccination. 


Various agencies of the Department of Health and Human Services have spent at least tens of 
millions of dollars on behavioral research to increase vaccine uptake in the U.S. 


Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance —- primarily funded by the Gates Foundation —- recently announced 
WHO-supported plans to vaccinate 86 million girls in low- and middle-income countries against 
HPV by 2025 as part of the global plan to eradicate cervical cancer. 


At the same time, HPV Gardasil vaccine-producer Merck, which has invested heavily in shaping 
the market since the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the drug in 2006, last month 
announced that its 2023 third-quarter Gardasil sales grew 13% to $2.6 billion. 


Merck’s Gardasil was first licensed in 2006 for use in girls and women ages 9-26 to prevent four 
high-risk strains of HPV. 


The FDA in 2009 expanded the license for use in males ages 9-26 for the prevention of genital 
warts and in 2011, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices recommended it for routine use in boys. 


In 2014, the FDA approved Gardasil 9, designed to protect against nine HPV strains, for use in 
the prevention of HPV-related cervical, vaginal and vulvar cancers in females and HPV-related 
anogenital lesions and anal cancers in males and females. 


The FDA in 2018 also expanded the age range of potential HPV vaccines to males and females 
between the ages of 9 and 45. 


SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


Brenda Baletti, Ph.D. 

Brenda Baletti Ph.D. is a reporter for The Defender. She wrote and taught about 
capitalism and politics for 10 years in the writing program at Duke University. She 
holds a Ph.D. in human geography from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and a master's from the University of Texas at Austin. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on legal 
strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those injured. We can't do it 
without your support 
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Republishing Guidelines 


Children's Health Defense Comment Policy 


We welcome relevant and respectful comments. Off-topic comments may 
be removed. 


Please read our Comment Policy before commenting. 
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Q 2 Share Best Newest Oldest 


@ Landez — F" 


=> 20 hours ago 


Rather than medicating the very few people that develop various illnesses such as cervical cancer, 
it is much more profitable for drug manufacturers (and shareholders such as Bill Gates) to 
medicate the entire population with a claimed preventative medication such as a vaccine. 


It's about the money (and possibly depopulation), not the health. 


5 o Reply ° Share> 


B Kim from Brooklyn > Landez — h 


11 hours ago 


Exactly. Why are they giving newborns this jab? They are making decisions for these poor 
children wayyyyyyy before they have their own voices. 


1 o Reply ¢ Share> 
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D Landez > Kim from Brooklyn — P 


=> 2 hours ago 


They are giving newborns this jab (and all jabs) for the money - their money. 
Claiming that's its for the good of the baby is just a display the money motive is 
hiding behind. 


0 o Reply e Share> 


tony — P 
a day ago 


Patients are given ZERO informed consent before shot up with cancer. Wow 


3 0 Reply e Share> 


Polly Green — - 


21 hours ago 


The only community found to be free of HPV infections and decreased cancer rates were convents 
full of Catholic nuns. Celibacy (of every kind, if you know what | mean) is the single most effective 
way to decrease viral cancer risk. The reality is that many young women think that by avoiding the 
usual kind of activity they can avoid STDs in general. But instead, oral infections are currently 
higher than ever before in history, so oral cancers are more prevalent than ever too. 


2 0 Reply e Share> 


F Kim from Brooklyn œ Polly Green — F 


11 hours ago 


Hi Polly. | wonder how many of these oral cancers are from vaping... 


0 0 Reply e Share> 
Polly Green > Kim from Brooklyn — h 
8 hours ago 


Certainly vaping promotes an inflammatory state, but it takes chronic oral 
exposure to the virus to provoke malignancy, and that’s coming from a type of 
activity most parents wouldn't want their children to engage in before adulthood. 


0 o Reply e Share> 
© QuentonQuale > Polly Green — P 
7 hours ago 
Gs 


There is no proof of the existence of any HPV. No one has isolated any 
HPV. All alleged strains are creations of computer software. The 
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vaccine is, like all vaccines, a toxic soup of foreign DNA, preseratives 
and adjuvants. No wonder young men and women are being crippled or 
killed by these shots. And why does any male need a shot to prevent 
CERVICAL cancer? Parents buy the lies without question. There is NO 
proof these shots prevent any cancer. 


0 0 Reply ° Share> 
Polly Green > QuentonQuale — P 
5 hours ago 


As someone who was treated and eventually cured of a precancerous 
lesion with an antiviral drug for ten years | am forced to disagree. My 
spouse was a carrier (not an easy thing to establish) of HPV. 


0 0 Reply ° Share> 


2 Jack Roberts — P 


8 hours ago 
<> 


No point risking the side effects for something that increases the rates of what it was designed to 
"cure". Looking at the stats, which I did a few years back, the rates of cervical cancer increased the 
years following when Gardasil was first administered. 


1 o Reply ° Share> 


© Shawn Siegel =. M 


=> 21 hours ago 


There are no HPV viruses, thus there are no cancer-causing strains of HPV virus. All vaccines 
"cause" cancer, in that they compromise the immune system, which is what routinely eliminates the 
pre-cancerous conditions that develop from time to time in likely most people. Not coincidentally, 
the HPV vaccines have always been one of the worst when it comes to injury. 


1 0 Reply ° Share> 


QuentonQuale > Shawn Siegel — P 


<- 7 hours ago 


Exactly. The greatest lie of all. There is zero proof of the existence of any virus. All 
vaccines are toxic soups that can, in no way, convey health. 


0 0 Reply ° Share> 


© Gary Brown — P 


< 4 hours ago 


Lina F ANANA NAAR TE O Darana Daina LIDVI VIA AAI RAR Aunan Onf A Nannanaa n 
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JULIE 9, ZUZO IVIVIE VU.O. FdlClils REJCUL MV Vada UVE OdIely UVUIILEIIIS 


A growing number of parents in the U.S. are choosing not to vaccinate their adolescent children for 
human papillomavirus (HPV), according to a new study published in the June 2023 edition of the 
journal Pediatrics. The study identified HPV vaccine uptake trends in an effort to develop strategies 
to combat increasing vaccine hesitancy. 


https://thevaccinereaction.... 


0 0 Reply e Share> 


Alan Sterry — P 


10 hours ago 


| think the HPV vaccine contains 500 micrograms of Nano particle Aluminium( or Aluminum in the 
USA). This needs to be safety checked as the particle size of this adjuvant cannot be controlled. A 
recent death of a baby in Maine that was reported in the Defender was caused by the toxic load of 
Aluminum in the vaccines the baby has just been given. 


0 0 Reply e Share> 


O Shawn Siegel ~ Alan Sterry — P 
6 hours ago 
<= 


Egregiously, Merck used an aluminum adjuvant as its ‘placebo’ in 90% of its Gardasil 
safety trial control subjects. The FDA was well aware of that, but approved the vaccine 
anyway. They're complicit up to their eyeballs in the trail of severe injuries lying in the 
wake of the shots. 
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0 0 Reply © Share> 


>) Judith = Š 


=> 11 hours ago 


New study: More Women are Dying from Cervical Cancer Since the Gardasil Vaccine Was 
Introduced 

When examining the trends over time, there has been an annual increase in distant stage cervical 
cancer at a rate of 1.3% per year (p<0.001). The largest increase is seen in cervical 
adenocarcinoma with an average annual percent change of 2.9% (p<0.001). 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nIm.nih... 


0 o Reply ° Share> 
QuentonQuale > Judith — P 
7 hours ago 


And NO proof of the shots preventing ANY cancer. None. 
0 0 Reply ° Share> 


Jane — P 


17 hours ago 


My youngest was given two of these shots at school, i didn't even know. Then they never bothered 
to come back and give the last two shots (thankfully). Certainly no informed consent 


0 o Reply ° Share> 


6 Kim from Brooklyn # Jane — P 


11 hours ago 


Wow Thats crazy Hope your daughter remains healthy. They probably didn't come back 
due to someone's child being injured and they pulled back. 


0 0 Reply ° Share> 
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